
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

 

Cambridge School District No. 432 

Washington County, Idaho 

Minutes of Regular Board Meeting 

April 15, 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Candy Clark at 7:00 p.m. in Room H-0 

of the middle-high school.  Other board members present were Dean Dunham, Jared 

Farrens, Nick Petitmermet and Pam Schwenkfelder.  Also present were Superintendent 

Ed Schumacher, Principal/AD Angie Lakey-Campbell, Business Manager Cathy Lakey, 

Becca Crosby, Melissa Noah, Jodie and Jaden Mink, Kim Vowell, Barb Ertel, and Jeri 

Bemis. 

 

Board Chair Clark led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Consent and Confirmation Agenda 

Moved by Trustee Dunham to approve the agenda; the minutes of the March 18, 2013, 

regular meeting; the payables for April; and the financial reports; seconded by Trustee 

Petitmermet; motion carried. 

 

Special Reports 

The board moved to Mrs. Mink’s room where Mrs. Mink, Jaden Mink, and Danielle 

Petitmermet gave a presentation on the uses of iPads taking place in the district.  The 

meeting resumed in Room H-O following the presentation. 

 

Superintendent Schumacher reported that the state department came on March 20 and 21 

and conducted a federal programs review.  There were several citations on the homeless 

policy, which may require policy revision later this year.  Also, the secretary at the 

elementary school cannot be paid out of Title I except when she’s working with students.  

Next year her time will be budgeted differently to conform with federal standards.  

Changing the doors at the elementary and using a programmable keyless entry system 

would allow less time to be spent in the office and more time spent with students.  The 

annual safety inspection was last week and went well.  A policy change is needed to state 

that teachers are not to use fire extinguishers and so don’t need to be trained.  Anyone 

who is required to use the extinguishers needs to be trained.  Three days were purchased 

for teachers from Title II-A, and that may be necessary again next year.  Title I also needs 

to include more parent involvement.  The fifth/sixth grade attended outdoor school earlier 

this month.  Next year the teachers are going to try to put on an outdoor school 

themselves closer to the district.  Mr. Schumacher is planning to resign his position as 

football coach since there are some others in the community who are interested and 

qualified to take it on.  

 

Principal/AD Angie Lakey-Campbell reported that she and Mr. Schumacher attended 

some training last week in Nampa on classroom assessment for student learning.  The 

training is aimed at getting teachers to identify quickly where students are missing  
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information and being able to immediately re-teach the concept.  This will better prepare 

students for the new generation of assessments.  The LDS church has asked to lease buses 

for summer camp and Mrs. Lakey-Campbell is contacting the insurance company to 

determine liability and find out if it can be allowed.  Consensus of the board was to agree 

to the lease as long as the insurance company approves it.  The juniors are taking the SAT 

this Wednesday and ISAT testing will begin next week.  Prom is this Saturday in 

Midvale, the FFA banquet is Tuesday, and the drama production is next Thursday.  This 

is the first year that senior projects are required, and the four seniors will be presenting 

their projects on May 8. The academic banquet is tentatively scheduled for May 15. 

 

Trustee Petitmermet and Barb Ertel reported that the Upper Country Education 

Foundation is currently in a holding pattern waiting for the district to estimate funding for 

next year.  The Foundation plans to help fill in any holes in funding that are practical, 

particularly in the iPad project, such as new printers, or other technology needs.  Trustee 

Petitmermet suggested that the district form a technology review committee to start 

planning for the future.  Some policy changes over the summer may also be necessary.  

Plans are still pending for a parent night to teach parents more about the iPads. 

 

Trustee Farrens reported that he went backpacking with the high school students.  The 

weather was good and everyone had a fun.  Trustee Petitmermet traveled to Twin Falls to 

the FFA conference and reported students had a good time.  They traveled to the 

conference with Council.  Prom preparations are underway.   

 

Unfinished Business 

Legislative Review.  Superintendent Schumacher reported that the legislature passed a 

“fix-it” bill to make sure all the funds previously allocated to schools were approved to 

go to schools.  The math/science funding was renewed, the 9.5% use-it-or-lose-it was 

passed, and there is some technology funding.  The minimum teacher salary was 

increased.  The local education association must have 50+1 in order to be representative 

of the teachers.  Mr. Schumacher explained some other legislation pertaining to early 

completers and funding for college.  A personal property tax relief bill was passed, which 

will help out about 90% of the businesses in Idaho.  No bills were passed to limit the 

scope of negotiations, and there is no last best offer anymore.  There are some technology 

grant funds available, and some differentiated pay funds.   

 

Amendment to Cell Tower Contract.  Superintendent Schumacher explained that since 

the tower was purchased by American Tower, the size of the generator planned for the 

site was changed, which violated the city building permit.  Since then, American Tower 

has reached agreement with the city to place four smaller generators on the site in a  
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different area, which requires the board to amend the contract to reflect the increased site 

size.  Trustee Petitmermet mentioned that since the company is now planning on selling 

tower space to other vendors, and the amount of ground being leased has changed, the 

district should be entitled to more funding.  There is some concern because the 

playground is directly under the tower.  It is possible the playground could be moved to 

the front of the building instead, and this expense might be negotiated with American 

Tower.  It was suggested that radiation testing be done once the tower is up and operating 

to see if the location of the playground was an issue.  The board directed Mr. Schumacher 

to negotiate an additional amount of $500 per vendor, with a bottom line of $250 per 

each.  He will also negotiate testing for radiation and funding to move the playground if 

necessary.  Landscaping will be maintained by the tower company, but it is possible the 

district might provide water for the site.  Mr. Schumacher will bring a final contract back 

to the board for approval. 

 

New Business 

2013-2014 Budget Hearing Date.  Moved by Trustee Dunham to set the 2013-2014 

budget hearing date for June 17, 2013; seconded by Trustee Petitmermet; motion carried. 

 

Public Relations.  Discussion ensued regarding those items to be discussed by the board 

in which the community might be more than normally interested, and how the board 

might better publicize these items are on the agenda.  Jeri Bemis addressed the board 

about ways to better involve the community.  She suggested a community forum system 

that other groups in the community could also use.  This forum would not be used for 

decision-making, but merely to gather public input.  Public notice about upcoming 

forums could be put in the newspaper, on the district website, or other mediums possibly 

determined by a community group.  It was pointed out that in order for the board to 

efficiently conduct business, public input on every subject is not possible.  The board 

attempts to discuss complicated topics at a meeting and then make a decision at a 

subsequent meeting so pubic input can be considered.  It was suggested that the agenda 

be more informative as to what each topic is about and also that the agenda could be 

disseminated more widely throughout the community.   

 

Negotiations.  The CEA has asked to begin negotiations beginning next week.  Trustee 

Schwenkfelder is out of town next week, but Trustee Clark and Dunham are both 

available in her absence.  Mr. Schumacher will coordinate dates.   

 

Courage to Be Great Discussion.  Superintendent Schumacher talked to the board about 

what it might take to make the district great.  He explained the power of “I Can” 

statements where students use the statements as a rubric for self-assessment and decide in  
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which areas they need more work, which encourages excellence.  The idea is that 

students can hit any target if they know what it is and if we hold it still for them.  This fits 

in very well with all the things Cambridge School District already has in place such as the 

Power of I.  Standards Based grading will also be a component and assessments should 

be aligned with learning objectives.  Mr. Schumacher and Mrs. Lakey-Campbell, along 

with two teachers, are hoping to attend more training this summer. 

 

Announcements/Adjournments 

There will be a sports co-op meeting Monday, April 22, at 6:30 in Cambridge. 

 

Moved by Trustee Dunham to adjourn; seconded by Trustee Farrens; motion carried at  

9:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Board Chair      Business Manager 


